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During the 2019 Holiday Season, Marine Toys for Tots 
delivered hope to over 180,000 Native American children 

Background 
 

The Toys for Tots Native American Program began in 1980 
as the Navajo Toys for Tots Program. The United States 
Marine Corps and the Navajo Nation have had a special 
relationship since the “Code Talkers” of World War II 
fame.  In 1980, Mobilization Training Unit (MTU) CA-16 
(Los Angeles Public Affairs), the original 1947 Toys for Tots 
unit, took on the responsibility of collecting, transporting, 
and distributing toys to the Navajo Nation and later to 
other Native American tribes. 

 

A traditional Toys for Tots program involves the collection 
of toys in a community, and the distribution of those toys 
to disadvantaged children in that same 
community.  Because there were no large population 
centers near the Navajo Nation that could support a 
traditional toy program, the Navajo Toys for Tots Program 
was started in order to provide needed toys to more than 
60,000 Navajo children. 

 

Over the years, the LA based Marine Reserve unit grew 
smaller and was eventually disbanded.  At that time, the 
mission was taken over and conducted by the Toys for 
Tots Native American Program; a Local Community 
Organization (LCO) based in Laguna Niguel, California.   

 

In the early years of the program, few toys were available 
for distribution on the Reservations and required 
significant volunteer support from the Reservation Police 
Departments traveling to California to pick up donated 
toys.   

 

Today, the Marine Toys for Tots Foundation supplements 
the campaign providing thousands of toys by shipping 
them directly to the Reservations.  Originally created to 
support children of the Navajo Nation, the program has 
expanded to support many reservations in 10 states and 
continues to grow with increased support. 

How it Works 
 

Every donation to the Toys for Tots Native American 
Program benefits Native American children in need. 

 

The Toys for Tots Native American Program works under 
the direction of the Marine Toys for Tots Foundation in 
support of the United States Marine Corps. 

 

Our Native American Program Campaign, located in 
Laguna Niguel, CA is managed by Pete Tagni, LtCol USMC 
(Ret) who coordinates support with Native American 
Reservations. 

 

Once support needs are identified, the Marine Toys for 
Tots Foundation supplements the Native American 
campaign by purchasing thousands of toys and shipping 
them direct to the Reservations.  Financial support is 
provided by generous individual donors and 
organizations supporting Toys for Tots. 

How to Support 
 

Make an online donation to our Laguna Niguel Campaign at 
www.toysfortots.org.  
 
For organizations interested in becoming a Sponsor of the 
Toys for Tots Native American Program please contact our 
Vice President, Marketing & Development, Ted Silvester at 
(703) 649-2021 or ted.silvester@toysfortots.org.  

Did you know that Toys for Tots is a top-rated charity? 96% 
of your donation goes to our mission of providing toys, books 
and other gifts to less fortunate children. The 4% spent on 
support principally covers fundraising expenses – not one 
donated dollar goes to pay for salaries or any other 
manpower costs. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Toys for Tots Native American Program 

 

The Marine Toys for Tots Foundation raises funds to 
purchase toys and books to benefit Native American 
children throughout the U.S. 
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